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2. — TpayovSia Papaiim. Popularia Carmina Grcecice Recentioris. 
Edidit Arnoldus Passow. Lipsias : B. G. Teubner. 1860. 
8vo. pp. 650. 

We learn from the Preface to this volume, that its editor, Arnold 
Passow, is the son-in-law of the late Professor Heinrich Ulrichs, whose 
studies and travels in Greece are well known to the literary world. 
He was one of the accomplished German scholars who were selected 
by the Greek government to fill the chairs in the University of Otho, 
in Athens. He held the place of Professor, we believe, until the 
revolution of 1843 made a change in the organization of the Uaveiri- 
oTr)/uov, and native Greeks were substituted for the German Professors. 
His researches in that interesting country, the results of which were 
embodied in his Reisen und Forschungen in Griechenland, and in 
learned papers elsewhere published, are of great value. To a scholar 
like him, of course, the present state of the language, and especially the 
popular poetry, would be most attractive subjects of study. He made 
collections by taking down from the lips of singers as many of their 
songs as he could, in his journeys through Greece, and others were 
communicated to him by friends. When he returned to Germany, he 
carried with him these treasures of popular poetry. It was his inten- 
tion to publish an edition, not only of those he had himself gathered up, 
but of all that had been collected and published before. But his pre- 
mature death interrupted the execution of this interesting literary 
project ; and his materials were handed over to Mr. Passow. He has 
inserted in this handsome volume all the poems contained in the well- 
known publications of Fauriel, Canti, Zambelios, Kind, and others, be- 
sides those printed in the Athenian journals, in Pashley's and Boss's 
Travels, in the Xpovoypacpia ttjs 'Hirclpov, in the 'ioropia rod SovXiuv Kal 
Hdpyas of the veteran general Perrhsebos, and in other miscellaneous 
works. The edition of Passow is therefore as comprehensive as can 
be desired, and it will be thankfully received wherever an interest is 
felt in the present fortunes and achievements of the Hellenic race. 

Mr. Passow naturally regrets that he has not been able to visit 
Greece, in order the better to prepare himself for this work. He has, 
however, had the assistance of a learned Greek in Leipsic, Mr. Lycur- 
gus, — a gentleman who is entitled to the thanks of the learned world 
by his service in assisting to expose the perjurer, forger, and impostor 
in general, Simonides of Syme. Passow justly remarks, that such a 
collection will not only, he hopes, be acceptable to the Greeks them- 
selves, because it will show that their language has been less corrupted 
than could have been expected, and that many of the manners and 
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customs of their ancestors have remained unaltered through the de- 
plorable times " in which the barbarians endeavored to overthrow the 
liberty and to crush the religion of the Greeks." The book will also 
be interesting to all scholars who are occupied with the study of gram- 
mar and comparative philology, and who may desire to know in what 
manner the Greek language has been transformed and changed from the 
age of Homer to our own. The investigators of antiquity will find not 
a few things in these popular songs deserving their attention, — as the 
appearance of Charon as the minister of death ; of Hades, as the place 
of the departed ; of blind rhapsodists wandering from village to village, 
delighting the people on festal days with epic ballads, such as thirty 
centuries ago sang the fates of Ulysses and the achievements of Achil- 
les. " Clephtarum igitur res gestae, qui praefectis Turcicis per multos 
annos mira fortitudine restiterunt, his hominibus non minus dignae 
videntur, quas carminibus celebrent, quam illis Agamemnonis Achivo- 
rumque magna facinora." 

When Fauriel's collection was published, in 1824, Goethe was much 
impressed by the poetical spirit of these epic ballads, and translated 
several of them with his customary felicity. Since then they have 
attracted the attention of many scholars. They are most interesting 
proofs that, even under the Turkish domination, the poetical spirit of 
the Hellenic race was not extinguished. It is probable that the sub- 
stance of many of them belongs to a period anterior to the capture of 
Constantinople ; but as they were mostly composed by illiterate singers, 
and preserved by the memory from age to age, the oldest among them 
have undergone changes corresponding to the changes in the spoken 
language. The greater part of the peculiarities of the Modern Greek, 
however, including the most popular of the rhythms, had become estab- 
lished among the Greeks of the Lower Empire as early as the eleventh 
and twelfth centuries, as may be seen in the humorous itoKitiko). oti'xoi 
of the quaint old monk Ptochoprodromos. Other changes in phraseol- 
ogy were made by the singers of different regions, according to their 
whim or taste, as may be seen in the three or four versions of the 
curious old poem on the capture of Constantinople, and as any one may 
satisfy himself by listening to the peasants, in different parts of Greece, 
singing any of the more generally diffused TpayoiSia. The history of 
these popular ballads throws much light on the fallacy of the modern 
theory of the manifold origin of the poems of Homer. 

The value and interest of Mr. Passow's collection are very decided. 
But the execution of his task as critical editor could not, under the 
circumstances, be entirely satisfactory. The text is frequently incor- 
rect, both in the abbreviations and the orthography. Many of the 
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names in the Index GeograpMcus are wrong, and the Index Verborum, 
though useful as far as it goes, omits a great many words which ought 
to have been carefully explained ; for, without such explanation, the 
common scholar cannot possibly read any considerable portion of the 
poems. In his desire that his work should be complete, Mr. Passow 
has inserted some indecent songs, which should never have been 
printed, and which one never hears in a respectable hut among the 
wildest mountains of Greece. In general, this poetry is singularly 
pure ; and it is doing great injustice to the character of the people to 
publish in the same volume with the beautiful pieces which charm 
every reader of poetic sensibility, the coarse and ribald verses which 
come from the lowest depths of vulgarity and vice. 



3. — History of the Town of Marlborough, Middlesex County, Massa- 
chusetts, from its first Settlement in 1657 to 1861 ; with a brief 
Sketch of the Town of Northborough, a Genealogy of the Families in 
Marlborough to 1800, and an Account of the Celebration of the 
Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town. By 
Charles Hudson, a Native of the Town. Boston : Press of T. 
R. Marvin and Son. 1862. 8vo. pp. 545. 

In June, 1860, the second centennial anniversary of the incorpora- 
tion of Marlborough was celebrated by a public procession, a commem- 
orative address by the author of this History, speeches by several 
gentlemen connected with the town, and other appropriate ceremonies. 
In the course of his preparations for the duty assigned to him for this 
occasion, Mr. Hudson collected a large amount of materials for a history 
of the town which could not be used at the time, and which he subse- 
quently placed at the disposal of the Committee of Arrangements, who 
were authorized to print them as a part of the account of the celebra- 
tion. But on consideration they wisely decided that it would be more 
expedient to procure and publish a connected history of Marlborough 
from its settlement to the present time ; and accordingly a vote of the 
inhabitants was procured, authorizing the Committee to make an ar- 
rangement with Mr. Hudson for the preparation of such a history, to 
be published at the expense of the town. The volume now before us 
has been prepared and is published under the authority of this vote, so 
honorable to the citizens of Mai-lborough, and so worthy of imitation 
by other communities. It comprises an interesting sketch of the history 
of Marlborough from its first settlement, evidently prepared with great 
care, for the most part drawn from official documents, and including 



